
3.2.4  Plants for interior living walls 

Living walls require the adequate light intensity (lux) and quality (colour spectrum) to survive. 

In many cases supplementary artificial lighting is required to provide the correct light intensity and 

particularly from the blue and red wavelength spectrum [4].  The plant list below indicates a simplified 

format for light requirements.  For accurately determining light intensity indoors, a lux meter is used. 

Below are approximate equivalent values in lux for the light descriptions used in the interior plant list. 

 

Light lux 

Full shade  500  

Partial shade  1000  

Full sun 1500 to 2000  

 
 

Plant Name 

Interior 

or 

Exterior 
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Evergreen 

Deciduous 

Semi-

evergreen 

Light 
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Full Sun, 

Partial Shade, 

Full Shade 
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Aglaonema commutatum Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 2-5 years H1A / 12b 

Anthurium scherzerianum Interior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H1A / 12b 

Asplenium nidus Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 
10-20 

years 
H1B / 12 

Asplenium scolopendrium 
Exterior, 

Interior 
Evergreen 

Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 

5-10 

years 
H6 / 7 

Begonia rex  Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 2-5 years H1B / 12 

Billbergia nutans Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 
5-10 

years 
H2 / 10 

Caladium × hortulanum Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 2-5 years H1A / 12b 

Cissus rhombifolia  Interior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H1C / 11 

https://horticulture.ahdb.org.uk/sites/default/files/u3089/Lighting_The-principles.pdf
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Codiaeum variegatum var. 

pictum 
Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 

5-10 

years 
H1B / 12 

Ficus pumila Interior Evergreen Full Sun 
5-10 

years 
H1C / 11 

Fittonia albivenis Verschaffeltii 

Group 
Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 1-2 years H1A / 12b 

Guzmania lingulata Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 2-5 years H1C / 11 

Hedera helix  

Exterior, 

And 

Interior 

Evergreen 

Full Sun, 

Partial Shade, 

Full Shade 

10-20 

years 
H5 / 7b 

Hypoestes phyllostachya  Interior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 

5-10 

years 
H1B / 12 

Jasminum polyanthum Interior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 

5-10 

years 
H2 / 10 

Maranta leuconeura var. 

erythroneura 
Interior Evergreen 

Partial Shade, 

Full Shade 
2-5 years H1B / 12 

Nephrolepis exaltata Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 2-5 years H1C / 11 

Occimum basilicum  Interior Deciduous Full Sun 1-2 years H1C / 11 

Pellaea rotundifolia Interior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H1B / 12 

Peperomia caperata Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 2-5 years H1C / 11 

Philodendron bipinnatifidum Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 
10-20 

years 
H1C / 11 

Pilea cadierei Interior Evergreen 
Partial Shade, 

Full Shade 
2-5 years H1C / 11 
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Platycerium bifurcatum Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 
10-20 

years 
H1B / 12 

Saxifraga stolonifera Interior Evergreen 

Partial 

Shade,Full 

Shade 

2-5 years H2 / 10 

Selaginella apoda Interior Evergreen 
Partial Shade, 

Full Shade 
2-5 years H2 / 10 

Soleirolia soleirolii 
Exterior, 

Interior 
Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H4 / 8 

Spathiphyllum wallisii Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 
5-10 

years 
H1C / 11 

Syngonium podophyllum Interior Evergreen Partial Shade 
5-10 

years 
H1A / 12b 

Tradescantia zebrina Interior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H1C / 11 
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