
3.2.3  Plants for exterior living walls 

A particular point to consider for plants in exterior living walls is the microclimate of the site, 

including the aspect. This will affect the temperature, amount of light, wind and irrigation.  Depending 

on the height, exterior living walls often have two or more microclimates.  It can be sheltered and warm 

at street level and extremely windy several stories up.  Below is a tabulated list of the two hardiness 

rating systems used in the plant lists. It provides a rough comparison only (RHS and USDA).  
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Achillea tomentosa Exterior Deciduous Full Sun 2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Ajuga reptans 'Atropurpurea' Exterior Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 

2-5 years H7 / 6 

Anemone coronaria Exterior Deciduous Full Sun 2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Arenaria montana Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Armeria maritima  Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Artemisia dracunculus  Exterior Deciduous Full Sun 2-5 years H6 / 7 
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Asplenium scolopendrium 

Exteriora

nd 

Interior 

Evergreen 
Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 
5-10 years H6 / 7 

Aster alpinus Exterior Deciduous Full Sun 2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Bergenia 'Bressingham White' Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H6 / 7 



Bergenia cordifolia 'Eroica' Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H7 / 6 

Calendula officinalis  Exterior Deciduous 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
1-2 years H5 / 7b 

Calluna vulgaris  Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 2-5 years H7 / 6 

Campanula portenschlagiana Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Campanula rotundifolia Exterior Deciduous 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H7 / 6 

Carex morrowii Exterior Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 

2-5 years H6 / 7 

Carex oshimensis ‘Evergold’ Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H7 / 6 

Cerastium tomentosum Exterior Deciduous Full Sun 2-5 years H7 / 6 

Clematis cirrhosa 'Jingle Bells' Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H4 / 8 

Cotoneaster conspicuus 

'Decorus' 
Exterior Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
10-20 years H6 / 7 

Cotoneaster dammeri Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
10-20 years H6 / 7 
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Cotoneaster horizontalis Exterior Deciduous Full Sun 10-20 years H7 / 6 

Daphne cneorum  Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
5-10 years H5 / 7b 

Dianthus gratianopolitanus  Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 2-5 years H6 / 7 

Erica carnea  Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H7 / 6 



Euonymus alatus Exterior Deciduous 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
10-20 years H5 / 7b 

Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald 

Gaiety' 
Exterior Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
10-20 years H5 / 7b 

Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald n' 

Gold' 
Exterior Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
5-10 years H5 / 7b 

Euphorbia amygdaloides var. 

robbiae 
Exterior Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 

2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Festuca glauca 'Elijah Blue' Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Geranium macrorrhizum Exterior 
Semi-

evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 

2-5 years H7 / 6 

Hebe pinguifolia 'Pagei' Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
5-10 years H5 / 7b 

Hebe topiaria Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
5-10 years H4 / 8 

Hedera helix  

Exterior 

and 

Interior 

Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 

10-20 years H5 / 7b 
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Heuchera villosa 'Palace Purple' Exterior 
Semi-

evergreen 

Full Sun, Partial 

Shade 
2-5 years H6 / 7 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Exterior Deciduous Partial Shade 2-5 years H6 / 7 

Hypericum calycinum  Exterior 
Semi-

evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
5-10 years H5 / 7b 

Hypericum perforatum  Exterior Deciduous 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H7 / 6 

Iris foetidissima Exterior Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 

2-5 years H5 / 7b 



Koeleria glauca  Exterior 
Semi-

evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H7 / 6 

Lavandula angustifolia 

'Scholmis' 
Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Leucojum vernum Exterior Deciduous Full Sun 2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Lithodora diffusa ‘Heavenly 

Blue’ 
Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 5-10 years H5 / 7b 

Lonicera nitida 'Maigrun' Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
10-20 years H6 / 7 

Luzula nivea Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Luzula sylvatica 'Aurea' Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun, Partial 

Shade 
2-5 years H7 / 6 

Lychnis alpina Exterior Deciduous 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Lysimachia nummularia 'Aurea' Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H5 / 7b 
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Mentha x piperita  Exterior Deciduous 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H7 / 6 

Microbiota decussata Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 10-20 years H5 / 7b 

Muscari armeniacum  Exterior Deciduous Full Sun 2-5 years H6 / 7 

Myrtus communis  Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 10-20 years H4 / 8 

Narcissus poeticus var. recurvus Exterior Deciduous 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
1-2 years H6 / 7 

Olearia x haastii Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 5-10 years H4 / 8 

Ophiopogon japonicus 'Nana' Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H5 / 7b 



Origanum majorana  Exterior Deciduous 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Oxalis adenophylla Exterior Deciduous 
Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 
5-10 years H4 / 8 

Pachysandra terminalis 

'Variegata' 
Exterior Evergreen 

Partial Shade, 

Full Shade 
5-10 years H5 / 7b 

Persicaria bistorta Exterior 
Semi-

evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H7 / 6 

Polystichum setiferum Exterior Evergreen 
Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 
5-10 years H7 / 6 

Primula veris Exterior 
Semi-

evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Salvia officinalis Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 2-5 years H4 / 8 
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Sarcococca hookeriana var. 

humilis 
Exterior Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
10-20 years H5 / 7b 

Sedum acre Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Sedum aizoon  Exterior Deciduous Full Sun 2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Sedum album  Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Sedum ewersii  Exterior Deciduous Full Sun 2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Soleirolia soleirolii 
Exterior, 

Interior 
Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H4 / 8 

Thymus pseudolanuginosus Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 5-10 years H5 / 7b 

Thymus pulegioides 'Aureus' Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 5-10 years H5 / 7b 

Thymus vulgaris Exterior Evergreen Full Sun 5-10 years H6 / 7 



Veronica liwanensis Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Viburnum opulus 'Compactum'  Exterior Deciduous 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 

10-20 years H6 / 7 

Vinca minor 'Atropurpurea' Exterior Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 

5-10 years H6 / 7 

Vinca minor f. alba 'Gertrude 

Jekyll' 
Exterior Evergreen 

Full Sun,  

Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 

5-10 years H6 / 7 
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Viola odorata Exterior Evergreen 
Full Sun,  

Partial Shade 
2-5 years H5 / 7b 

Waldsteinia ternata Exterior 
Semi-

evergreen 

Partial Shade,  

Full Shade 
5-10 years H7 / 6 
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